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Introduction

1 INTRODUCTION

Anchor Environmental L.L.C. (Anchor) and Landau Associates, Inc. (Landau) were retained by
a group of the Bellingham Bay Potentially Liable Parties (PLPs), including Georgia-Pacific
Corporation (G-P), Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Port of Bellingham
(Port), and City of Bellingham (City) to conduct a pre-remedial design evaluation (PRDE) of key
sediment quality and geotechnical characteristics of surface and subsurface materials in
Bellingham Bay, Washington (Figure 1). The purpose and scope of the PRDE study was to
support the design of cleanup actions for the Whatcom Waterway Site and associated sediment
cleanup sites in Bellingham Bay, more specifically described in Agreed Order No. 02TCPNR-
2002 between G-PI and the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology), and in the PRDE
Work Plan/Sampling and Analysis Plan (SAP) approved by Ecology under the Agreed Order
(Anchor 2002).

This PRDE study is intended to inform remedial design of potential remedies previously
_evaluated in the Whatcom Waterway Site Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) and
Whatcom Waterway Supplemental ES, as well as in the Bellingham Bay Comprehensive
Strategy Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Supplemental EIS, as they pertain to the
Whatcom Waterway Site. The PRDE consisted of the following elements:

a. Refinement of the areal boundaries of sediments exceeding Sediment Quality
Standards (SQS) defined in Chapter 173-204 WAC, as the basis for subsequent
remedial design

b. Determination of whether certain sediments located in the outer Whatcom
Waterway channel area (Units 1A and 1B described in the EIS), may be suitable for
beneficial reuse as part of the overall cleanup remedy

(ol Performance of a series of contaminant mobility and geotechnical tests of
prospective dredge materials, to be used as a basis for subsequent remedial design of
cleanup remedies, including placement of sediments in a local confined disposal

facility (e.g., G-P Aerated Stabilization Basin; ASB)

Field sampling for this study occurred in early June 2002. Final data from the contaminant

mobility tests were received on January 7, 2003.
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